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The Vocabulary Needs of KOSEN International Students: A Three-Year Practical

Analysis Aiming to Balance “Common Vocabulary” and “Individual Vocabulary”

Ikumi KUBOTA
ABSTRACT

This study builds on a three-year classroom practice designed for international students, aiming to
balance common vocabulary with individual vocabulary. Through a vocabulary analysis of the words
collected and learned by students during the practice, the study reveals the actual state of their vocabulary
development. The analysis shows that approximately 50—60% of the collected words were related to their
course contents, yet the overlap of words across students was low, with many consisting of highly
individualized vocabulary grounded in their respective specialties and experiences. It was also found that
verbs accounted for about 20% of course-related vocabulary, and that comprehension of kanji characters
did not necessarily ensure understanding of the corresponding words. Furthermore, the words shared by
international students with their classmates during the classroom practice were concentrated at the late-
intermediate to early-advanced levels. A certain number of words overlapped with the Japanese
Academic Word List (JAWL), while several others were specific to their academic fields. These findings
suggest that future vocabulary education for international KOSEN students should place increasing
emphasis on the development of teaching materials based on accumulated vocabulary data, as well as on
collaboration between Japanese language instructors and subject instructors.

KEY WORDS: KOSEN International students, vocabulary education, practice-based analysis,
common vocabulary, individual vocabulary
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