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A Study on the Invention of the “Lucky Man Race” at Kiryu Nishinomiya Shrine

Hironori ARAKAWA

ABSTRACT

This study examines the recent establishment of the “Lucky Man Race” at Kiryu Nishinomiya

Shrine in Gunma Prefecture, launched in November 2024. Inspired by the nationally renowned ritual

held at Nishinomiya Shrine in Hyogo Prefecture during the Toka Ebisu festival, similar events have

emerged across Japan since the early 2000s. Among these, the Kiryu event stands out as it is hosted by

the only direct branch shrine of Nishinomiya Shrine in the Kanto region. Integrated into the local Ebisu

Worship Association's Annual Pilgrimage (Ebisu-Ko), the race closely replicates the original ritual’s

structure with deliberate emphasis on legitimacy and fidelity. Fieldwork confirms that this reproduction

is not superficial but rooted in a conscious effort to preserve ritual authenticity. The paper argues that

such legitimacy plays a vital role in sustaining folk religious practices and enhancing their potential for

regional revitalization. This case offers a compelling model for culturally anchored festival innovation.
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